
Anatomy: Thorax (5 questions) 

1. Regarding the Larynx: 

(a) Recurrent laryngeal nerve passes anterior to the cricothryroid joint 
(b) The posterior cricoarytenoid is the only abductor of the vocal folds 
(c) All of the larynx covered by columnar epithelium 
(d) All muscles are supplied by the recurrent laryngeal nerve 
(e) Consists of two single cartilages, the thyroid and the cricoid 

2. The Larynx: 

(a) All the muscles of the larynx are supplied by the recurrent laryngeal nerve except 
cricothyroid which is innervated on its external surface by the external laryngeal nerve 

(b) The mucous membrane of the larynx above the level of the vocal folds is supplied by 
the recurrent laryngeal nerve and below the folds by the internal laryngeal nerve 

(c) Mylohyoid is a depressor of the larynx 
(d) Sternothyroid indirectly assists in depressing the larynx 
(e) Paralysis of the cricothyroid muscle due to external laryngeal nerve injury always 

results in airway obstruction 

3. The Parietal Pleura: 

(a) Projects 1 cm above the inner border of the fIrst rib 

(b) Projects 2 cm beyond the thoracic outlet 

(c) Does not project above the upper surface of the clavicle? 

(d) Projects 3 cm above the medial third of the upper surface of the clavicle? 

(e) None of the above? 

4 The Trachea� 

(a) Trachea is the continuation of the larynx and commences in the neck below the cricoid 
cartilage at the level of C4 vertebra, 5 cm above the jugular notch 

(b) The thoracic part of the trachea runs through the lower part of the 
posterior mediastinum 

(c) Is not supplied by the recurrent laryngeal nerves 
(d) Blood supply is from the branches of inferior thyroid and bronchial 

arteries 

(e) Veins drain to the superior thyroid plexus 

5 The Phrenic Nerve: 

(a) Passes posterior to the Anterior Scalene Muscle 

(b) It runs through the mediastinum behind the root of the lung 

(c) Each nerve lies in the thorax as far lateral as possible, being in contact 
laterally with the mediastinal pleura throughout the whole of its course 

(d) Arises principally from C6 in the neck 

(e) Passes across the dome of the pleura in front of the subclavian vein 



6 Regarding the Diaphragm: 

(a) The aortic opening is opposite TlO vertebra 

(b) The oesophageal opening transmits the right gastric artery 

(c) The right phrenic nerve pierces the central tendon alongside the inferior 
vena cava at the vena canal foramen 

(d) About 55% of intercostal muscle fibres and 65% of diaphragmatic 
muscle fibres are of the slow twitch variety 

(e) The left phrenic nerve pierces the central tendon of the left dome 

7 Regarding the Chest Wall: 

(a) The fifth posterior intercostal vein, artery and nerve run on the lower 
border of the fifth rib 

(b) The intercostal artery runs between the external and internal intercostal 
muscles 

(c) The order of structures in the intercostal space are artery nerve and vein 
(d) The intercostal nerves and vessels course between skin and deep fascia 

(e) The first rib is a typical rib 

8. The most superficial structure in the Superior Mediastinum: 

(a) Thymus 

(b) Arch of Aorta 
( c) Left Brachiocephalic Vein 
(d) Brachiocephalic Trunk 

(e) Vagus Nerve 

9. Regarding the Chest Wall all the following are true except: 

(a) The costrovertebral joints are synovial joints 

(b) The costotransverse joints are fibrous joints 
(c) The manubriosternal joint is a secondary cartilaginous joint 

(d) The xiphisternal j oint is a secondary cartilaginous joint 

( e ) The joints between the ribs and their costal cartilages (costochonchal 
joints) are primary cartilaginous joints 



10. The Azygous Vein; 

(a) Passes anterior to the root of the lung? 

(b) Is entirely developed from the Anterior Cardinal Vein? 

(c) Enters the Superior Vena Cava at the level of the fourth thoracic vertebra? 

(d) Enters the Inferior Vena Cava at the level of the sixth thoracic vertebra? 

(e) Is formed at the level of the fifth lumbar vertebra? 

11 .  The Thoracic Duct: 

(a) The thoracic duct commences at the level with the body ofT12 vertebra? 

(b) Is a moderately long lymphatic channel? 

(c) There are valves at its termination? 

(d) Commences at the lower end of cisterna chyli? 

(e) It lies posterior to the intercostal branches of the aorta? 

12. Regarding the blood supply of the heart: 

(a) The right Coronary Artery arises from the right Anteroposterior Sinus? 

(b) The left Coronary Artery arises from the left Aortic Sinus behind the Pulmonary trunk? 

(c) The left Coronary Artery divides into the circumflex branch and the posterior 
interventricular branch? 

(d) The right marginal artery is a branch of the left coronary artery? 

(e) The heart is supplied by three main coronary arteries and their branches? 



13. The Sternum: 

(a) Is composed of four parts? 

(b) Gives origin to Pectoralis Minor? 

(c) Articulates with the upper ten Costal cartilages? 

(d) Contains red marrow at its upper end only? 

(e) Makes a synovial joint with the clavicle? 

14. The bundle of His, usually receives its blood supply from the: 

(a) Right Coronary Artery 
(b) Interventricular branch of the left Coronary artery 
(c) The right marginal artery 
(d) Left marginal artery 
(e) Left Coronary Trunk directly 

15. The Intercostal Nerves: 
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(a) Arise from the posterior rami of the Thoracic Nerve 
(b) Lie inferior to the intercostal artery 
(c) Run between the external and internal muscle layers 
(d) Have no cutaneous branches 
(e) Do not connect to the sympathetic chain 
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