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Anatomy 

The oesophagus 

Passes through the diaphragm at the level of T8 

Is crossed anteriorly by the left main bronchus and right pulmonary 
artery 

Passes posterior to the pericardium which separates it from the right 
atrium 

Its narrowest point is at the gastro-oesophageal junction 

Is crossed anteriorly by the thoracic duct 

The lung roots 

Lie at the level of the T 4 vertebra 

Contain a single main bronchus and pulmonary artery on each side 

Are crossed anteriorly by the phrenic and vagus nerves 

Pulmonary veins lie antero-inferiorly 

The left lung root is closely related to the azygous vein 

With regards to vessels in the chest which of the following is 
false? 

The aortic arch is crossed on the left side by the phrenic and vagus 
nerves 

The adventitial layer of the arch of aorta contains baroreceptors 

The inferior vena cava passes through the diaphragm at the level of 
T10 

The ligamentum arteriosum connects the commencement of the left 
pulmonary artery to the concavity of the aortic arch 

The descending aorta passes behind the diaphragm exiting between 
the two crus at T12 
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With regards to blood supply of the heart which of the following 
is true? 

The Sino-atrial artery is a branch of the left coronary artery 

10% of people have a left dominant circulation 

The coronary Sinus empties into the inferior vena cava 

The right coronary and left circumflex arteries anastamose at the 
anterior atrio-ventricular groove 

The left coronary artery arrises from the anterior aortic sinus 

A typical intercostal nerve 

Is a dorsal ramus of a thoracic spinal nerve 

Travels superficial to the internal intercostal muscle 

Ends as an anterior cutaneous nerve that in the upper 6 spaces 
passes posterior to the internal thoracic artery 

Lies behind the artery at the back of the intercostal space 

Gives off a lateral cutaneous branch that pierces the muscles of the 
body wall in the mid-clavicular line 

The trachea 

Commences at the level of C4 vertebra, Scm above the jugular notch 

In the adult is about 10 cm long and 2 cm diameter 

Bifurcates at the level of the T6 vertebra 

Is in contact with the left vagus 

Lies posterior to the arch of the aorta 



Answers: 

1. B 
2. 0 
3. C 
4. B 
5. 0 
6. B 


