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SOURCES OF INFORMATION FOR TOXICOLOGY

Lucrezia Borgia (1480-1519), oil on wood, Bartolommeo Veneto, Stadelsches Kunstinstitut,
Frankfurt, Germany

No authentic portrait of Lucrezia Borgia is definitely known, though several paintings, such
as this one by the Florentine artist Domenico di Bartolomeo da Venezia have been said to
depict her.

She was the daughter of Rodrigo Borgia who would later become Pope Alexander VI and his
mistress, Vannozza de Cattanei. Her brother was the notorious Cesare Borgia, the model for
Machiavelli’s Prince. History has cast her as the archetype, “femme fatale”, adulterer,
incestuous and above all a poisoner. The papal court would seek her “expert opinion” on all
matters toxicological.

Modern historians now believe Lucrezia’s evil reputation has been exaggerated and that she
was more probably a simple pawn of her father and brother’s ruthless machinations. In the
21st century, we fortunately now have far more reliable sources of information on matters
toxicological!



SOURCES OF INFORMATION FOR TOXICOLOGY

Departmental ED guidelines provide an initial outline for the management of various drug
and toxin overdoses; however individual cases may be complex and may be complicated by
more than one agent or other co-morbidities or circumstances that are not covered in the
guidelines.

Therefore where any doubt exists as to the best course of action in any particular case, expert
opinion should always be sought.

The following services may be consulted:

Direct consultation:

1. POISONS INFORMATION SERVICE
° Phone: 131126.
° Ask to speak to the Toxicologist on call.

2. The AUSTIN HOSPITAL TOXICOLOGY SERVICE, (Melbourne)
° Ask to speak to the Toxicologist on call.

Treating doctors should always talk directly to these services themselves, rather than
via second parties, to reduce the possibility of miscommunication.

Web based sources of information include:

3. Toxicology section in the Emergency Therapeutic Guidelines.
4. Drugs in Pregnancy and lactation, Therapeutic Guidelines.
5. TOXINZ Website

6. MIMS Website.

Note that whilst these web based resources are extremely useful, they are not a substitute for
direct consultation with an expert clinical toxicologist in complex or unusual situations.

Printed Textbooks:
7. The best printed textbook in Australasia remains:
° L Murray et al. Toxicology Handbook Churchill Livingston, 2" ed 2011

Dr J. Hayes
February 2011.



